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YARCIESTER R@!KWO-—BRITISH VILIA, s

By WA, Silvester, ii.Se., F.S.A.(Scot).

, The Ordnance Survey, in the bocklet of the Map of Koman Britain (3rd ed. 1956)
lists Yarchester -~ Grid Reference S (33) 6000 -~ under Yother substantinl buildings",
and so indicates it on the nap itselfs But ¥r. Rivet, of the Ordnance Survey, could,
for himsclf (Archacological News—Letter, 1955, 6, pages 32 and S54) call it a
Cornovian villa, of which, he said, there were only eight » mostly poor things.

Yarchcster, in fact, more thon saue of the others, was a villa Ly surmise.

- Until 1955 there had been no surveying in detail of the site and no recorded
excavation, but mony visitors had found ricces of recfing tile and petsherds, and
there is = Literaturc, up to 1908 corveniently condensed in the Shropshire Victoria
County History, with soue later records in, ¢.g. the Pronsactions of the Caradoc and
Severn Valley Field Club. One writer, impresscd Ly the wide scatter of potsherds,
etc. thought that the place night even have been a small tomn.

There has been sane confusicn as to whether the vestiges pointed to a site in
Horley parish or in Much Wenlock parish, or in both. Two ficlds on the Wenlock side
of the boundary were named by the Tithe Comissioners as "Hoairchester" and "Upper
Hairchester". The now accepted nmac is that picked up, doubtless verbally, by the
Ordnance Surveyors in 1833, there being ot that tinme a 'crofter! dwelling on what is
clearly the true site. This dwelling is named, on the 0.8. 1" map of 1833 3
"Tarchester Cot". The last picces of tirber fraa this cot were removed within the

~ lifetine of the grandfather of a local resident.

Survey and exploration were, with the kindly permission of ¥Mr. J. Griffiths, of
Harley, begun in the surmer of 1955. Fragents of tegulae, potshérds (nc early Somian)
and scraps of stone roof shingle, identical with that at Wroxeter, were found. The
tooled stone in scattered lumps was found to be not the near-by limestone, but sand-
stone eventually identified as Kenley grit. Spring 1956 was good for moles; soon
three oblong areas of closely clustered rolchills, rich in fragaents of roof tile or
.stonc and even potsherds, all in a little plateau, becone distinct and were mapped.

At the NE corner of this platenu a walling stone was found to be part of a wall
corner.  The wall was at least four courses decp and 30" thick, with a typical Roman
plaster floor inside.

For 1957 a scheme for joint work was arranged with Mr. J.L. Edwards, of the Much
Wenlock Sccondary Modern school and his colleague, Mr. J. Corbett, on their initiative.
Teams of staff and scenior pupils have joined in two digging campaigns (Spring and
Suasr). The first, beginning with exploratory shallow trenching, led to the
uncovering of, in all, about 150 fect of foundation or boundary walling., This was
duly measured, mapped and covercd up again. The site thus clearly outlined, about
60 x 30 yards, wins ovidently that of a medium-sized villa, with buildings round a
Yard, and the superior stonework of the southern block, as well as the indicated

~lay=-out, suspgested that the residential quarters werce in this southern building.

In the Sumer 'dig' an exploratery hole on o line of distinguishably scorched
turf exposed not only the south wall of this building but a tesselated floor within,
of a room eventuzlly found to be about 19' square. The scil above this floor, about
2' deep, contained large clumps of stone rocfing, sane of the shingles having iron
noils still in their holes. As the fleer was cleared there was imcovered a guilloche~
patterned mosaic within a wifte border of large tesserae. Thern, surprisingly, a 12!
dismeter semicircular aléove projecting frun the south wall wos opened up. A photo-
gragh of the aliost undamaged mosaic in this alcove has appzared in the local press.
This mosgaic is of much beauty, the tesserae (cubes sbout €' square) arc of brick,
narble and various kinds of limestone, giving patterns in white, red, brown, green
and blue. The mosnic in the main room is ruch danaged by subsidence and falling roof.

Almost no charcosl has been found, nor is there other evidence of destruction of
the house by accident or violence. Potsherds so far found, mostly at the NW corner of
the site, in a rubbish tip (?), indicate occupation already sbout A.A. 200, and the
one coin so far found is a small bronze of Censtantius IT (£.De 353-360). Some of the
pottery is also about this date. ' ]

Bverything so far discovercd fits into tho general picture prescnted by Sir
Mortiner Vheeler in his Noman Lockyer lecture of 1937. There is even, perhaps, a
glinmer of evidence of hard times before the building was finally deserted: a human
nolar tooth, groma down alnost %o socket, was found in the out-throw sbove the mosaic.
A "skeleton of aged femnle, tceth ground down to socket" was found, as a Christisn (?)
burial, J;.n the villa ot Llantwit Major (Narh-Willians, Avch. Carbrensis s 1953, 102,
page 105). 3
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YARCHESTER RCHANO-DRITISH VILLA.

By .J A. silvester, ILSc., P.S.A.(Scot).

5 'I‘he Ordnance Survey, in the bocklet of the Map of Roman Britain (3rd ed. 1956)
sts Jdarchester - Grid Reference SJ (33) 6000 =~ under Yother substantial buildings“,
go indicates it’ an the map itself. Butb ¥Mr. Rivet, of the Ordnance Survey, could,
. himself (Aircheeclogical News-Letter, 1955, 6, pages 32 and 54) call it a
omovian villa, of which, he said, there were only eight, mostly poor things. :
. Yaxehester, in fact more than some of the others, was a villa by surmise. L
Intil 1955 there had been no surveying in detail of the site and no recorded
xoavad::.on, but many visitors had found pieces of rocfing tile snd potsherds, and .
here is a Lliterature, up to 1908 conveniently condensed in the Shropshire Victoria
ounty History, with some later records in, e.g. the Tramsactions of the Caradoc and
Jevern Valley Field Club. One writer, impressed by the vide scatter of potsherds,
1:0. thought that the place might even have been & small towm.
" There has been saie confusion as to whether the vestiges pointed to a site in
arley parish or in Much Wenlock parish, or in both. Two fields on the Wenlock side
. the boundary were named by the Tithe Camissioners as "Hairchester" snd "Upper
! irchester®. The now accepted nave is that picked up, doubtless verbally, by the
BOrdnance Surveyors in 1833, there being at that time a 'crofter’ dwelling on what is
ﬂlearly the true site. This dwelling is named, on the 0.S. 1" map of 1833,
g'Tarchester Cot". The last pieces of timber frcm this cot were removed within the
‘ifetine of the grandfather of a local resident.
.- Survey and exploration were, with the kindly permission of Mr., J., Griffiths, of
?! arley, begun in the surmer of 1955 Frogiments of tegulee, potsherds (no early Sam::.an)
iand scraps of stone roof shingle, jdentical with that at Wroxeter, weré found. The
tooled stone in scattered lumps was found to be not the near-by limestone, buit sand-
stocne eventually identified as Kenley grit. Spring 1956 was good for moles, soon
kthree oblong aress of closely clustered molehills, rich in fragments of roof tile or
stone and even potsherds, all in a little plateau, became distinct and were mapped.
AL the NE corner of this plateau a wolling stone was found to be part of a wall -
oo:mer. The wall wes at least four courses deep and 30" thick, with a typical Raman
plas’cer floor inside.
For 1957 a scheme for joint work was arranged with Mr. J.L. Biwards, of the Much.
iWenlock Seoondary Modern schocl and his colleague, Mr. J. Corbett, on their initiativel
fTeams of staff and senior pupils have joined in two digging canpeigns (Spring and ;
Sumner) The first, begimning with exploratory shallow trenching, led to the
jguncovering of', in all about 150 feet of foundation or boundary welling. This was
hduly measured napped *and oovered up again., The site thus clearly outlined, about
' .60 x 30 yards was evidently that of a medium-sized villa, with bulldings round a
Yr""i and the supsrior stonework of  the southern block, as well as the indicated
81, -out, suggested that the resa.den“ba.al quarters were in this southern building.
} In the Summer "dig' an exploratery hole on a line of distinguishably scorched
i burf exposed not only the south wall of this building but a tesselated floor within,
$of ‘a room eventuelly found to be sbout 19' square. The scil sbove this floor, about
2* deep, contained large clumps of stone rocfing, some of the shingles having iron :
inails still in their holes. As the floor was cleared there was imcovered a guilloche-
i patterned mosaic within a wifile border of large tesserse. Then, surprisingly, a 12'
#dismeter semicircular alcove projecting from the south wall was opened up. A photo-
! £ graph of the alnost Lmdamaged nogaic in this alcove has o gpeared in the local press.
i} This mosaic is of ruch beauty, the tesserse (cubes sbout F square) are of brick,
Emarble and various kinds of limestone, giving patterns in wh:.te red, brown, green
i and blue. The mosaic in the main roon is much damaged by subs:.dence and falling roof.
£ Mnost no charcoal. has been found, nor is there other evidence of destruction of
£the house by accident or viclence. Potsherds so far found, nostly at the NW corner of
1‘ the site, in a rubbish tip (2), indicate occupation alreaﬁy sbout A.A. 200, and the
ik one coin so far foumd is a small bronze of Constantius IT (A.D. 353"560) Scxne of the
¥ pottery is also about this date.
Everything so far discovered fits into the genersl picture presented by Sir ‘
Yortimer Wheeler in his Norman Lockyer lecture of 1937. There is even, perhaps, a
glirmer of cvidence of hard times before the building was finally deserted: a human
nolar tooth, grouwd down almost to socket, was found in the out-throw sbove the mosaic.
irA "skeleton of aged female, teeth ground down to sooket" was found, as a Christian (?)
fiburial, in the villa ot Llantwit Major (Nosh-Willions, Arch. Garbrensis, 1953, 102,

page 105).
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P A Second Report by WaA. Silvester K.So., FaSAe (Scot).,
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Flan nod in Shr pshire Newslatter no.2 ‘showed the north and’weat wal}.s
uilding 1n an area marked 'BY.. That 'buildlng i8 now shown on a larger scale &

elmoat. certainly a’residence of the category known as “aeorridor house" (of.
xpicld, VOH Shrops., 1908, p.212, end Collingwood, ARB, 1930, Ch. VII)

As said earlier, the exploratory diggjng so far has mosﬂy been a mere
ring of foundation walling. There is evidence of deliberate removal of
one in past centuries, and not only has the site been tilled but, one is told,
sre has been digging £or rabbits. Nevertheless, some foundations are only B
ches fran the suri‘ace. Taking the rooms as numbered on the plan, the follow::.ng

The SW corner has *conoreds' floor with indications of hypocausi: (?) :
duct - large square floor tiles. (Note: o Pew scatterod fragments of box
tiles have been found herc and elsswhere) This rocm has still to be system-
otically explored.”

Wo explorat:.on aa yet cxce:pt of amall area in SE corner - 'concrete'

floor.
Roan IIT. TFloor completely wcovered in August 1957 ond covered lxp sgain in
October. Hosaic in apse olmost undamoged. This, and undamaged ‘parts of
mosaic in main room systematiocally photographed zsome colour transperencies)
and measured. One trisl hole in main rocm showed under tosserae’ sbout 4"
.. of concrete resting on bed of oo‘nbles." Tn due course to lpok for hypocaust
~ in epse.(cf. JJ Ward, Roman Era:in Britain, 2nd ed. 1920, p. 77). :
Exsept for a few small potsherds, nails, animal bone fraguents and, of
- course, masses of roof shingles (and‘the humen tooth already menticned)
nothing was found- in this roo on-its main floor; but in. the elcove resting !
at rendam’ on the mosaic were found .a -red sandstone flagstone, a piece of red;
sandstone column (?) and the bags .of & grey ware pot apparently hand-chipped
- to mele a disc 5" diameter and £ thick.. ~ Thé resjidusl walling round the v
apse is 15 inches high; et the north side of Room III it is irregularly ebout
.one course;; i.¢. ‘a few inches, high, and the present soil surface slopes
Joorrespondingly to the north. The walls of the whole roon were secmingly
plastered, and coloured in a pattern of the ususl tints, but all the ccloured.
- plaster found wos in fragments; no loarge piéces were f‘oum‘i in"situ.”
Roan IV.. In foundation walling on east side, as shown on plan, is & break .
swhich may: represent site: of i a hesrth.. Some, lu'nps of vesicular slaggy material
i were found,: also nut~size lunps of charcoal.

% Roomg. Vi and VI.; No exploration yety:»The.south wall of Room VI is slighily .
: -out of aligmment with,. and so far as:visible,.less well constructed. than the.
> regt of..the south wall.- Roots of nettles are very troublesome horesbouts.. i

" There was & short school party dxggj.ng csmpad.gn from 9th to-12th Apri.l Lasty’
}axﬂ another similar 'd:.g is plammed for August. Heanwhile Mr. Corbett and 'I:he
. ~3present writer continue with ;Local surf'noe cbservation filed work ana with
*‘literatm:'e hunting,’ ‘etai " on’ constructioml materials,

" According to Dr. D, §nith (ANL, 1955, 6, 50) there have been about 360 villa
lnoaaics recorded in Britain,. and of the few S0 far dated on external evidence none’
s earlier then the fourth century The present wr:n.ter, sceing by sccident en
enlarged Photograph of o mosaic in an sdvertising display in a London' bank, hes.

: obtalned 8 photograph of that mosaic. The roundél therein is a little larger than
S s that in the Yarchester opse, but, the eight ’petal' pattern is almost identical ~ ™
; (the nearest to an equivalent 80 far found), Dr. Anthony, of the Verulamium: k!useum,
1d, | through whose kindness the photograph has been cbtained, says that bendath this

z ,.}pavement found Yast year, was a coln of Canstantine II. Henge the mossio cannot

gt ",.;be earlier than about A.D.: 360 : This frl:s +the date so far swmiséd for the peak. of-
r'. | prosperity at Yarchester. “As Dr. Smith hes said (Loc. cit). nltimetely we may . .,
disaern, from study of the mosaios ,.something of the size. and ‘organizetion of. the

1 ‘firms which laid them., It may perhaps be added that ‘the Yarchester mosaic is the

. |largest so far found in Shropshire outside Virooonium- in general style, espec:i.ally
of guilloche patterning, the much smaller Lea Cross moaaic (V(H. Shrops. p.258) waa
similar and perhaps laid by the some hands, whereas the specimens on exhibition in

| Shrewsbury Museum of coxly finds at Viroconiun are mostly more geometrical, with
larger tesserae.

o

ot

20 £t) in the plan amnexed to this Report. It will be seen that the building
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JFollcming the plzblloata.on‘foft
- possible:Deserted: Mediacvall dagst
Shropshire’ in the second issue of: “this Newsletter, a v:r.s:.tmas
- onMay 12th- and- 13th by Mr. J.G.. Hurst,: of-the»Ministryl Hokleyy
- Secretary of:- the :Degerted Mediaeval Village Research. Ga:ou;g ]
~author of "The; Lost Villages: of. England" and. {4n-.callsbonatiar
© " Joseph} ot "Hedleval Englang®, ',k,'l'he,; were met by ¥v
. Mr. Graham Webstcr end the: Edi Or;,
were visited sy commencing with the eaz-thvfork
suggested, be the site of
ofuglgyché ??it 8T’ 591091;.,*1711(:1-6 $hic
‘evidénce ‘of mediaeval cult.wat
roac‘i o pr:.ngtm} et
Uck:mgton, a. suspoc’ccd hxmken'mediﬁae‘val__ ]
y Subsidy Roll. of '1327 ‘as par
The considerable’ r:.d’ve and’ furr
terminate vartinvorks S." of the’
lo::] ﬁzwe eonclusions ae:i.ng dr,
Vat’ Uppingtm w:.ll"be given
Yr, Hurst | and Mr, Beresford, also visi!
e, fvill! of Cons" in"'the outer’ Bpaley where
surf'ace traces which’ wooden buil, ings mght ‘e
day, Hay 13th _they, intended to visit sites in; jche

She o s:.tes of, Tornett nd Goreham at Stow,!_
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' two handsome sthined windows of modern manofac. .

ture, prosented by the late Rev, R, Seott. The register |

- Greenbam Rev., William, B.4 Burley Jobn, farmer Hotton G ¥ .
D Mﬂﬁ’sﬁi@mmﬂ 3 Cmﬁeyﬁggt Richard, fermer” . !m' i, ek

; Castle sl ﬁ‘t. ward . I"‘s’b‘d nledrn, ‘
: &mga,ﬁmar Harley tower | Corfield Edward, farmer, Blakewa: lfauox John, farmer miller

imeg zehn, » Ry Wmm&f’m@z 7 | Roberts Robest, binckenits
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 Harley Trade Directory Entries - Bagshaw 1851; Post Office 1863 & 1870,



Harley - Kellys Directory 1895

HABLRY is a township, parish and village on the

Much Wenlock and Shrewsbury road, 2 miles northewest
from Much Wenlock station and & miles from Oressaga

station on the Severn Valiey branch of the Groat Western | Edge

railway, and 10 south-east fromn Shrewsbury, in the
Westorn division of the county, Cound division of Con.
dover hundred, Atcham union, petty sessional division
of Condover, hrewsbut{‘ county courdy districs, rurel
deanery of Condover, archdeaconry of Salop snd diocess
of m?hnu d, There sre several plots of land in this
vicinity belonging to the parish of Much Wenlock ecclesi-
astioally, slthough surrounded by this parish, but under
the Divided Parishes Act; were, in 1882, transforred to
this parish for elvil purposes. The church of St. X

in s building of sone, consisting of chancel, pave

gorah and an embattled western towsr in the Parpen-
icaler style, oconteining & clock and g bells, re-cast in
18781 thers are two stained -Windowmsmm fn 1846
by the late Rev. Richard Scott, sometime vioar of Oon.
dover; the chancel and nave were rebuilt in 1846, ab

expense of nearly [£1,000. The register dates from
d

an
1745. The living is a rectory, gross yearly valus £286
mﬂ: ing 48 aar‘ei of glebe, mt?n reJd.ence, in théc gitt
Horton Mrs. Harley tower :
Horton Thomas Richd, Harley tower |Davies Wim
Meire Samus! Corfield, Castle hill

Storey Rev, Johin Chas. M.A. Rectory
Clay Jane (Mrs,), shopkesper

of Lord Barnard, and held since 18ga by the Rev. John

Charles Storey M.A., T.C.D. The Rectory Bouse adjoins

the church and commands o pistaresque view of Wenlock

. The charities are 118, 6d. yearly value. Here is
the supposed site of a Romen villa, and also the remains
of iron forges of anciend date. Lord Barnard, who is
lord of the manor, Charles George Milnes Gaskell esq,

M.A. of Wenlock, Samuel Corfield Msire esq. and Mri.

Horton ave the principal landowners. The soil is clayey

losm ; subsoil, & bastard limesone. The orops are the

usnal cereals. The populstion in 189x was 209 in the
civil, and 84 in the ecolesiastionl parish; the area is

2,068 acres of land and 7 of water; rateable value, £2,040.
Parish Clerk, Thomas Bowen,

Post Office.~Mrs. Cherlotte Bowen, sub-postmistress.
Lebters arrive from Much Wenlock (railway sub-office)
st 7 a.m.; dispatched &b 5.50 p.m. Postal orders are
issued hers, but not paid. The nearest money order
& telograph office is ot Cressage

Nabional School '(mixﬂ. built with residence for mistress
in 18gg, for go children; aversge attendance, 33:
Charles Davenport, master

water

Corfisld Mu-g_ '‘Mre, ) farmer,Blake wa Eagwood Richard, farmey
Skett, froor. &mille 3 R
Roberte Robert, blacksmith

obinson Wm, farmer & haulier
| 8peed Thomas, Feathers inn
Tort Edmund, farmer
Woodcock Danl. Jn. farmer, New bo
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The plan of the Yarchester
excavation by W A Sylvester.
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Sylvester’s plan of the
Yarchester Site
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Yarchester Roman Villa
Excavations 1950’s
Pottery finds,
Roof Tiles and the
Tesselated Pavement




