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I am directed to i:}.fdm you, that the position of personnel whose
whereabouts have been unknown since the évecuation of the Malaya, Java
and Sumatra area has been under review.

While there was reason to believe that the Allied Forces in
certain parts of the Netherlands East Indies were still fighting,
persommel who might possibly have joined these forces were not
officially regarded as missings In view; however, of the absence of
any recent news of them, it cen :0 longer be assumed that they are still

operating.
It is regretted therefore thgt your :g o

mist be regarded as missing with effect from 1st February, 1943,

It is desired to emphasize that this action has not been taken
on account of any fresh news of him having been received., Although a
number of neames of officers and airmen who are prisoners of war have
been received from the Japanese, it is believed that there are as yet
meny more to come., He may therefore eventually prove to be a prisoner
of war, or possibly, still free end at large on one of the islands, Any
information relating to him that is received will be passed to you at
once,
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I am to add, in explanation, that the date chosen for posting
purposes, 41st February, 1943, has had to be selected arbitrarily, and it
does not necessarily imply that no further information will be received
about events which occurred before that date,

I am,
Your e¢bedient Servant,
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for Director of Personal Services,
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